
Paul Shunatona, A Generational Chief:  
A Recounting by Dana Shunatona  

In early 2008, I was pouring a sweat lodge outside of Dallas, and the ceremony 
had begun.  My firekeeper asked if someone could still come in who had just 
arrived, and I said okay.  In crawled Paul.  He sat through the entire lodge, and it 
was hot.  Following the lodge, he grilled food that everyone had brought, and he 
had the happiest countenance.  

He soon drove from Dallas to Arlington a couple of times a week to ask questions 
and learn about our sacred teachings of the medicine wheel, how to make tobacco 
ties, etc.  He began keeping the fire at our sweat lodge.  He talked about struggling 
with depression, and heartbreak following his divorce.  We made tobacco ties, 
and asked for help and a clear answer in the sweat.  He came to visit me, and I 
advised “you are not living your true purpose in life.” Three days later, he reported 
he received a telephone call from his aunt’s (uncle’s wife) friend. His uncle was 
the second-generation keeper of the Shunatona chief’s bonnet and had passed 
away.  His widow was holding the bonnet.   

The bonnet was originally thought to be passed to Bar Shunatona, Paul’s father.  However, the bonnet came to Paul. 
Those feathers chose their leader.   

Paul agreed to drive to Lawton, Oklahoma, to get the bonnet.  I drove him there and back from Dallas.  He obtained 
his grandmother’s fans and the Shunatona bonnet( Otoe Missouri).  It was not a war bonnet.  It was the bonnet of a 
generational, hereditary leader, leading his family in service to Indian people. Every feather on the bonnet represents 
a willingness to be of service to empower Indian people. No war involved. 

I called Chief Marvin Swallow, Chief Leonard Crow Dog Sr., and Chief Leonard Crow Dog Jr.  and told them the 
story of the bonnet.  They asked us to meet them at a ceremony in Lampasas at Chief Michael Hull’s Lone Star 
Sundance. Discussions were held all day, with some arguments, regarding the Shunatona bonnet. Chief Leonard 
Crow Dog Jr. recognized golden eagle feathers in the bonnet.  Chief Leonard Crow Dog Sr. assembled us into a 
ceremonial gathering at the South Gate of the arbor. He publicly recognized Paul as a generational, hereditary Chief 
in the arbor of the Sundance.  Paul’s entire sweat lodge community gathered and stood behind him in support.  He 
was recognized there as a hereditary, generational Chief, not a ceremonial Chief.  

Paul wore the bonnet and completed his own four-year commitment to Sundance in this bonnet.  The bonnet has 
now been passed on to his daughter Brooke.  This year it was announced that women in the tribe can be Chiefs.  

We send our gratitude to Dana Sia Shunatona for sharing this beautiful memory of our dear leader, Paul 
Shunatona. 

Passing Announcement 

Paul Shunatona, one of the founding members of the Native American Law Section passed away September 
6, 2020.  Paul left behind his wife, Dana; his children Brooke and Hunter; his parents and two brothers. Paul 
was a 



  

1986 Southern Methodist University Law School graduate, who practiced Family and Criminal Law.  He was also 
a past Chair of the Section. 

The Section advocates for the common professional interest of lawyers who practice in or who have an interest in 
Native America law. Paul staunchly supported this goal, working on Indian law issues as part of his practice and 
serving as a resource to other Section members. Paul in fact was also a founding member in 1992 of the then-Texas 
Indian Bar Association. In that capacity Paul worked on Texas House Bill 797, 76th legislative session, to ensure 
that the Uniform Child Custody and Enforcement Act included a provision recognizing ICWA.  That provision is 
now Section 152.104 of the Texas Family Code.  Paul was a co-author of Indian Child Welfare Act in Texas--An 
Overview, 58 TEX.B.J. 352, 352 (1995). This article was cited in Texas ICWA cases. Paul provided training and 
assistance on ICWA to judges, lawyers, and legal professionals. 

Paul also worked on legislation starting with the 76th legislative session, to try and create a state Native American 
Graves and Repatriation Act. Paul relied on language from other state NAGRPA laws. Although such legislation 
did not pass, Paul’s work helped to educate others about the scope and application of NAGPRA provisions in Texas. 

Paul was enrolled with the Oto-Missouria Tribe of Oklahoma. He also recognized as part Pawnee and Creek, and 
grew up in Ada, Oklahoma.  Paul, a deeply spiritual person, followed the Lakota Sundance tradition.  

Link to obituary 

https://obits.dallasnews.com/obituaries/dallasmorningnews/obituary.aspx?pid=196825327 
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